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Index No. 952318/2023 

  

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 

Jury Trial Demanded 

----------------------------------------------------------------  X  

 

Plaintiff Kelly Forman (“Plaintiff” or “Ms. Forman”) by her counsel, Wigdor LLP, for her 

amended complaint against Todd English (“English”) and Wenjie Song (“Song”) (together, 

“Defendants”), alleges as follows: 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

1. Todd English is a world-renowned celebrity chef, restauranteur, television 

personality and published author.  English rose to fame in 1991 when the James Beard Foundation 

named him their National Rising Star Chef.   

2. By that point, English had already opened his first of many restaurants called 

Olives, which drew immediate national applause.  English went on to establish Olives as a national 

culinary brand, opening several other Olives locations domestically and internationally.  

3. English also makes regular appearances on the Food Network’s biggest shows such 

as Iron Chef and Top Chef as well as on popular news programs such as Good Morning America 
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and the Today Show.  On these shows, English hits his marks and dutifully plays a wholesome 

character.  

4. The truth is, however, that English’s fame created a monster who believes he can 

abuse and sexually assault women without consequence.  Kelly Forman—a woman who suffered 

from a traumatic brain injury in 2011—is a victim of English’s decades-long unabated wrath.    

5. In April 2015, English invited Ms. Forman to a New York City loft for a dinner 

party (the “Dinner Party”).  Ms. Forman, eager to start reintegrating herself in social settings after 

taking several years to heal and recover from her traumatic injuries, agreed to attend.   

6. At the Dinner Party, English forcibly kissed Ms. Forman multiple times in the 

kitchen of the loft.  Each time, Ms. Forman rebuffed his unwelcome romantic advances.  She 

expressly told him to stop and reminded him that his partner, Wenjie Song, was also at the Dinner 

Party.  English did not care.   

7. After the Dinner Party, English and Song insisted on going out for drinks with Ms. 

Forman.  Ms. Forman only agreed to join them because Song suggested a location that was close 

to Ms. Forman’s apartment.  However, English and Song took Ms. Forman to a strip club.  The 

flashing lights and loud music from the strip club triggered Ms. Forman’s brain trauma and caused 

her to have a migraine.   

8. English repeatedly encouraged Ms. Forman to get a lap dance from a female dancer 

at the strip club but Ms. Forman was resolute in her resistance.  English paid no mind to Ms. 

Forman’s express refusals and paid a female dancer to give Ms. Forman a lap dance while he 

watched.  Ms. Forman was extremely uncomfortable throughout the interaction with the female 

dancer and demanded to leave immediately thereafter.  By this point, Ms. Forman was totally 

debilitated by pain.  
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9. After the strip club, English hired a car to take himself, Song and Ms. Forman back 

to the New York City loft.  Once inside, Ms. Forman made a beeline straight for the bed.  English 

and Song followed her.  

10. While Ms. Forman was trying to fall asleep, English and Song piled into bed with 

her.  Song then climbed on top of English and began kissing him and touching him sexually, clearly 

trying to engage in group sex with Ms. Forman.  Ms. Forman expressed that she was too tired to 

interact with them and fell asleep.  

11. The next morning, Ms. Forman awoke in English’s loft feeling disoriented and off-

kilter.  Ms. Forman quickly returned to her apartment.  Once at her apartment, when she undressed, 

Ms. Forman was shocked to see that she had been horrifically abused.  There were six gaping holes 

in her left forearm; the skin surrounding the holes in her arm was black and dead.  Ms. Forman 

could see the heinous wounds but did not have any sensation of feeling on her left forearm.  Ms. 

Forman also realized that she had suffered a painful vaginal tear that did not exist prior to her 

waking up in the loft. 

12. It became clear to Ms. Forman that she had been abused and sexually assaulted by 

English and Song after the Dinner Party.  Ms. Forman’s last memory, however, was falling asleep 

after rebuffing English and Song’s sexual advances.   

13. Ms. Forman confronted English to get answers for her injuries and he could 

barely muster a response, merely stating that Song “does not smoke.”   

14. Ms. Forman has been forced to live with the inescapable conclusion that, on the 

night of the Dinner Party, she was drugged, horrifically abused and sexually assaulted by English 

and Song.   

15. To this day, Ms. Forman is tormented by the fact that she fell asleep at the loft 
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unharmed and awoke the next morning with physical and mental trauma that she will have now 

have to live with for the rest of her life.   

PARTIES 

16. Plaintiff Kelly Forman is an individual who resides in the County of Palm Beach 

and the State of Florida.  At all times relevant, Forman resided in New York County, New York. 

17. Defendant Todd English is an individual who resides in the County of Clark and 

the State of Nevada.   

18. Defendant Wenjie Song is an individual who resides in the Country of Singapore.    

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

19. The Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to New York Civil Practice 

Laws and Rules (“CPLR”) § 301. 

20. Venue is proper in this County pursuant to CPLR § 503 because a substantial part 

of the events giving rise to Plaintiff’s claims took place in New York County. 

FACTS 

I. Todd English’s Rampant Misconduct  

21. Todd English is a James Beard Award-winning chef, restauranteur and television 

personality.   

22. Over the course of his career, English has received numerous awards for his 

cooking skills, published critically acclaimed cookbooks, and makes regular guest appearances on 

such shows as Top Chef, Iron Chef, The Today Show, Martha Stewart Living, Good Morning 

America, CBS This Morning, Extra, Live with Kelly, and Jimmy Kimmel Live, among others. 

23. Unlike the person he pretends to be on television, English is a bully who has been 

the subject of numerous lawsuits and tabloid headlines.     
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24. For instance, a compilation of lawsuits accused English of evading payments—

totaling $280,000—to a variety of employees, including a public relations firm, a flower shop, and 

an apartment management company.1   

25. English has also been sued for hundreds of thousands of dollars in back rent for two 

of his failed restaurants and by his attorneys for unpaid legal fees.23 

26. Due to his “erratic behavior,” English lost ownership of his Union Square restaurant 

on March 18, 2014, when another management group was contacted to take over.4  

27. English’s personal life fared no better than his professional life—both equally 

tarnished by his poor choices.  To this point, in April 2011, English was publicly condemned for 

being a “deadbeat dad,” “lousy role model,” and “laughingstock” in an open letter published by 

the Boston Magazine.5 

28. In August 2014, English was arrested for driving drunk in the Hamptons with his 

then-girlfriend.  English admitted to drinking but refused to comply with a breathalyzer test.6 

 

1  The City of Boston, Dear Todd English: It’s Not Us, It’s You, Boston Magazine, Apr. 11, 2011, 
https://www.bostonmagazine.com/2011/04/20/dear-todd-english-its-not-us-its-you/. 
2  Jenn Abelson, Todd English sued for back rent at his Olives restaurant in Charleston, Boston.com, 
Sept. 21, 2012, https://www.boston.com/news/business/2012/09/21/todd-english-sued-for-back-rent-at-
his-olives-restaurant-in-charlestown/. 
3  Julia Marsh, Todd English facing lawsuit over $270K in unpaid legal bills, Page Six, Nov. 11, 
2015, https://pagesix.com/2015/11/11/todd-english-facing-lawsuit-over-270k-in-unpaid-legal-bills/. 
4  Beth Landman, Home of Todd English’s Olives With Brand New Restaurant, Eater New York, Jan. 
13, 2015, https://ny.eater.com/2015/1/13/7536825/gerber-group-to-fill-former-union-square-home-of-
todd-englishs-olives/. 
5  The City of Boston, Dear Todd English: It’s Not Us, It’s You, Boston Magazine, Apr. 11, 2011, 
https://www.bostonmagazine.com/2011/04/20/dear-todd-english-its-not-us-its-you/. 
6  Stephanie Smith, Taylor K. Vecsey, and Bruce Golding, Todd English charged with drunk driving 
in the Hamptons, Page Six, Aug. 31, 2014, https://pagesix.com/2014/08/31/celebrity-chef-todd-english-
charged-with-drunk-driving/. 
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29. English was also infamously pictured in a hot tub hugging three women—all four 

pictured, including English, were in a state of undress.  Indeed, the pictured women used their 

arms and hands to cover their breasts from being photographed.  The widely circulated picture 

depicts English’s shameless bravado and objectification of women.7  

30. English’s deviance extended into the workplace.  As just one example, English was 

accused of violent and domineering behavior by accomplished chef and restauranteur, Barbara 

Lynch.  Ms. Lynch remarked that “English’s [kitchen] was a decidedly macho operation” and 

recounted instances where English poured a defective dish onto her and threw a Coca-Cola bottle 

at her head, prompting her to flee out the back door.8 

31. English was also accused of sexual harassment by a former employee, Gabrielle 

Eubank, who worked at the food hall English operated out of The Plaza Hotel in New York.  

Indeed, Ms. Eubank alleged that English would routinely engage in unwanted, sexual advances 

and, at one point, tried to force himself on her. 9   

32. Everywhere English goes, it appears that destruction and depravity lay in his wake. 

II. Ms. Forman’s Brief Encounters with English 

33. Ms. Forman is an avid equestrian and an accomplished entrepreneur.  From a young 

age, Ms. Forman was determined to be successful.  Indeed, at a mere 12 years old, Ms. Forman 

 

7  Todd English has “threesome at Provocateur,” Page Six, Mar. 5, 2014, 
https://pagesix.com/2014/03/05/todd-english-has-threesome-at-provocateur/. See also Stephanie Smith, 
Star chef’s recipe for fun? 1 hot tub, 3 topless girls, Mar. 7, 2014, https://pagesix.com/2014/03/07/todd-
english-snapped-partying-in-hot-tub-with-topless-babes/. 
8  Marnie Hanel, A Woman’s Place is Running the Kitchen, New York Times, Mar. 24, 2014, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/30/magazine/a-womans-place-is-running-the-kitchen.html. 
9  Stephanie Tuder, Celeb Chef Todd English Accused of Sexual Harassment in Lawsuit, Eater New 
York, Oct. 7, 2017, https://ny.eater.com/2017/10/4/16418564/todd-english-sexual-harassment-lawsuit-
plaza-hotel-nyc.  
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turned her love for horseback riding into a business and began giving horseback riding lessons.  

By the time she was 14 years old, Ms. Forman had firmly established a profitable business focused 

on training and selling horses.  Along with all of her extracurricular activities and equestrian 

business, Ms. Forman also worked for her mother’s design firm throughout her teenage years.   

34. In her twenties, Ms. Forman was signed by a modeling agency and pursued a career 

in modeling and acting in Europe.  She spent several years in Europe engaged in modeling and 

acting jobs.   

35. Ms. Forman also provided dedicated care to her loved ones during challenging 

health crises.  In 1992, when her mother was diagnosed with stage four breast cancer, Ms. Forman 

returned to the United States and flew to Florida to care for her mother and assume full 

management of her mother’s design firm.  Ms. Forman handled all aspects of the business in her 

mother’s stead until her mother passed away a decade later.  

36. Just one year after her mother’s passing, in 2003, Ms. Forman was diagnosed with 

thyroid cancer on Christmas Eve.  Consequently, Ms. Forman began periodically travelling to New 

York City for her cancer treatments.  

37. It was while Ms. Forman was travelling to New York City that she met English by 

chance at a restaurant.   

38. In 2006, Ms. Forman was sitting at the bar at Quality Meats, a restaurant where her 

friend bartended.  Coincidentally, English and another man were having drinks at the same bar 

next to Ms. Forman.  While sitting at the bar, the group, including Ms. Forman and English, 

engaged in casual conversation.   

39. At one point, the casual conversation at the bar took an unexpected turn when 

English saw his then-girlfriend enter the restaurant with another man.  English became noticeably 
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upset and agitated.  English and his friend then left the restaurant, but not before inviting Ms. 

Forman to join them at another bar nearby.  Ms. Forman explained that she was waiting for a friend 

and politely declined. 

40. When they met, Ms. Forman had no idea that English was a celebrity chef.  In fact, 

it was only when Ms. Forman’s friend arrived along with a business associate and she recounted 

the interaction with English, that Ms. Forman learned of English’s celebrity status.  Upon hearing 

that Ms. Forman not only met English, but also received an invite to join him at another location, 

the business associate—who was clearly a fan—begged her for the chance to meet English.  Only 

then did Ms. Forman begrudgingly join English and his friend at the nearby bar to give her friend’s 

associate a chance to meet English.   

41. Ms. Forman and her friend traversed to where English had invited her.  Once there, 

Ms. Forman and English had little opportunity to speak because the business associate was 

completely starstruck by English and made every effort to occupy English in conversation.  Later 

on, as she was leaving the bar, Ms. Forman apologized to English for the clingy behavior exhibited 

by the business associate during the meeting.  English took this opportunity to ask Ms. Forman for 

her phone number and invited her for drinks.   

42. From the point they exchanged phone numbers, English sent Ms. Forman frequent 

flirtatious and romantic texts.  In fact, English texted or called Ms. Forman several times a week.  

Between English’s busy career with frequent travels and Ms. Forman’s cancer treatments and 

sporadic travel to New York City, however, English and Ms. Forman did not see each other again 

for another year but kept in regular contact via text message or phone call.  

43. In April 2007, Ms. Forman saw English for the second time while they were both 

in Florida.  English invited Ms. Forman to an Easter dinner with his family and his divorce lawyer.  
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Ms. Forman opted to have Easter dinner with her own friends, and then join English, his family, 

and his divorce lawyer for dessert later in the day.   

44. That night, for the first time, Ms. Forman and English engaged in consensual 

kissing while lying in bed.  After a period of kissing, Ms. Forman told English she had to leave his 

hotel room to check on her dog that needed to be walked.  English, clearly expecting to have sex 

with Ms. Forman, appeared slighted by Ms. Forman leaving so soon after their romantic encounter 

began and became agitated and cold towards her.  Ms. Forman did not indulge English’s childish 

behavior and left.   

45. Ms. Forman and English remained in regular contact via text message or phone call 

for another year.  During this time, English opened up to Ms. Forman about his insecurities and 

desire to date her, claiming that he needed someone like Ms. Forman in his life.  

46. In 2008, within two years after their initial meeting, Ms. Forman ceased 

communicating with English.  Ms. Forman did not see any serious future with English.   

47. Ms. Forman happily continued on with her life and, that same year, began a new 

relationship with a man she ultimately relocated to Australia with.  Ms. Forman and her then-

partner lived in Australia for approximately a year until Ms. Forman returned to New York in 

2010. 

III. An Equestrian Accident Leaves Ms. Forman Permanently Disabled 

48. On June 20, 2011, Ms. Forman was involved in a serious equestrian accident (the 

“Accident”) when her saddle strap—a mechanism to keep her saddle secure while horse riding—

unexpectedly snapped.  This caused Ms. Forman to be thrown to the ground and hit her head and 

hip.    
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49. Due to the severity of the Accident, Ms. Forman underwent multiple surgeries 

including to her right shoulder as well as to her cervical and lumbar spine.   

50. Indeed, the Accident left Ms. Forman permanently disabled.  She sustained a 

traumatic brain injury with significant functional limitations in cognition, emotion and associated 

severe visual disturbance.  As a result, Ms. Forman has lifelong impairments in conceptual 

thinking, working memory, and learning and processing speed.  Ms. Forman also frequently suffers 

debilitating migraines along with sensitivity to light and noise and extreme vertigo.  

51. The Accident changed the course of Ms. Forman’s life forever.  She could no longer 

ride horses or work—even the simplest tasks like going outside or writing with a pen and paper 

were arduous feats for her post-Accident.  As a result, Ms. Forman barely left her home for 

approximately four years.  

52. It was in this vulnerable state, adjusting to a more dormant life, that Ms. Forman 

reconnected with English. 

IV. English Invites Ms. Forman to a Dinner Party at a New York City Loft 

53. In or around March 2015, Ms. Forman’s roommate asked Ms. Forman to connect 

her daughter, who wanted to launch a food catering business, with English for networking 

purposes.  After all, English was a renowned chef and restauranteur.   

54. Although it had been several years since Ms. Forman had last spoken with English, 

and after weeks of her roommate’s insistence, Ms. Forman reached out to English to reconnect and 

informed him that she was back in New York City.  During this first call, Ms. Forman detailed the 

Accident and the symptoms she was suffering from and would continue to endure as a result.   

55. Upon learning that Ms. Forman was back in New York City, English was eager to 

reconnect.  In the subsequent weeks, English made several attempts to make plans with Ms. 
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Forman but, since her Accident, Ms. Forman was rarely up to the occasion to leave her home, 

especially for a late-night event.   

56. On April 5, 2015, English called Ms. Forman and invited her to a dinner party and 

texted her the address for the soiree—a loft located at 459 West Broadway in New York City (the 

“Dinner Party”).  Ms. Forman agreed to attend.  

57. The morning of the Dinner Party, April 25, 2015, Ms. Forman awoke already 

feeling debilitated by her post-Accident disabilities.  She anticipated that there would be stimuli 

that evening that could further exacerbate her symptoms.  Thus, because she was determined to 

get back to some semblance of normal social life after the Accident, Ms. Forman spent the entire 

day sleeping so that she would be well enough to attend the Dinner Party. 

58. Around 8:00 p.m. that evening, Ms. Forman arrived for the Dinner Party.  It was a 

small gathering of approximately 10 people, none of whom Ms. Forman knew aside from English.   

59. In the kitchen of the loft, while cooking dinner, English leaned in and forcibly 

kissed Ms. Forman on the mouth several times.  Ms. Forman rebuffed English’s unwelcome 

advances and pulled away from him.  

60. Ms. Forman was taken aback and repulsed by English’s conduct; she had no interest 

in a romantic relationship with English and his girlfriend, Wenjie Song, was just a few feet away.  

Moreover, since the Accident, Ms. Forman has had zero sexual desire and no interest in romantic 

interactions with anyone, let alone English.  

61. In response to his unwelcome advances, Ms. Forman expressly told English “don’t 

do that.”  English merely guffawed in response and walked away.   
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62. A photograph taken during that evening depicted Song and English posing for the 

camera, with Song’s hand placed affectionately on English’s chest. 

 

63. The Dinner Party ended at approximately 10:00 p.m.  After the other guests had 

left, Ms. Forman stayed to assist English and Song clean up the remnants of the Dinner Party 

because she felt badly that none of the other guests had stayed to help. 

64. At that point, Ms. Forman was already fatigued, and she expressly mentioned this 

to English.  In response, English told Ms. Forman to stay at the loft where he had hosted the Dinner 

Party and that there were several bedrooms.   

65. Song, on the other hand, was adamant about continuing the night elsewhere.  

Indeed, Song changed her clothes and demanded that English and Ms. Forman join her for a drink.  

This was the last thing Ms. Forman wanted—she was completely exhausted from the Dinner Party.  

However, when Song mentioned that the bar they were heading to was close to Ms. Forman’s 

apartment, Ms. Forman acquiesced, believing it would be easier for her to get home from there.  
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66. To Ms. Forman’s surprise, English and Song took Ms. Forman to a strip club.  The 

environment was difficult for Ms. Forman; the loud music and flashing lights of the strip club 

caused her to start having a migraine.  Moreover, Ms. Forman was uncomfortable in that setting 

and did not wish to engage with the near-naked dancers.  Nevertheless, English urged Ms. Forman 

to receive a lap dance, despite Ms. Forman’s repeated refusals.   

67. Sometime later, English and Song walked away from their table with Ms. Forman.  

This, however, was a cruel ruse as, within minutes of English and Song walking away, Ms. Forman 

was approached by a female dancer who told Ms. Forman that she had been paid to provide Ms. 

Forman with a lap dance.  When Ms. Forman politely declined the lap dance, the female dancer 

gestured for Ms. Forman to look toward another area of the strip club where English was watching 

them alongside another man.  The female dancer informed Ms. Forman that the man standing 

beside English was her boss, and that she would be in trouble if Ms. Forman did not look like she 

was enjoying the lap dance.  Ms. Forman felt badly for the female dancer and begrudgingly 

complied with her request.  All the while, English and the strip club owner perversely watched the 

two women they had coerced to engage with each other.  

68. Immediately after, Ms. Forman, who was humiliated and suffering from a migraine, 

found English and demanded that they leave.  Only then did English finally agree to leave the strip 

club.  As soon as she got in a car hired by English, Ms. Forman was completely keeled over in 

pain.  English then instructed the driver to drop them all off at the loft where the Dinner Party was 

held, and Ms. Forman was too unwell to object.   

69. On the ride to the loft, Ms. Forman’s pain was so evident that Song asked English 

what was wrong with Ms. Forman.  English informed Song that Ms. Forman suffers from a 

traumatic brain injury.  Thus, English had full knowledge of Ms. Forman’s trauma and related 

INDEX NO. 952318/2023

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 26 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 09/24/2024

13 of 23



14 

disabilities, and nevertheless had taken Ms. Forman to an overly simulating environment that 

would trigger her brain trauma.   

70. When they finally arrived at the apartment, Ms. Forman made a beeline for a bed 

so she could finally sleep.  However, English and Song, completely indifferent to Ms. Forman’s 

crippling pain, piled onto the bed with Ms. Forman.   

71. While Ms. Forman was lying down trying to rest in the same bed, Song mounted 

English and started to kiss and rub him sexually right next to Ms. Forman, in an obvious effort to 

engage in group sex.  This prompted Ms. Forman, who was beyond the point of exhaustion, to turn 

away from them and face the wall.   

72. Mustering her energy for the last time, Ms. Forman told English and Song she was 

too exhausted.  To be clear, Ms. Forman had no interest in any further interaction with English or 

Song that evening.  All Ms. Forman wanted was sleep.   

73. Ms. Forman promptly fell asleep and slept through the night. 

V. Ms. Forman Is Drugged, Abused and Sexually Assaulted at English’s Apartment  
 
74. The next morning, Ms. Forman awoke early and instantly sensed that something 

was wrong.  She felt disoriented and unable to think straight.  Ms. Forman was also perplexed by 

how she had slept through the entire night—an abnormal occurrence since the Accident.  Indeed, 

since the Accident, Ms. Forman would constantly awake from her slumber several times a night—

but not the night she slept at the loft.   

75. Ms. Forman put on her clothing and tried to orient herself by making a cup of coffee 

in the kitchen.  She was so out of sorts, however, that she poured water into the wrong compartment 

of the coffee machine, causing water to spill everywhere.   
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76. Flustered and disoriented, Ms. Forman thought it best to return to her own 

apartment immediately.   

77. When Ms. Forman returned to her apartment, she immediately wanted to take a 

shower.  As she removed her clothing from the night before, Ms. Forman was shocked by her own 

reflection.  On her arm there was black, dead flesh and six deep circular holes varying in size on 

her arm.  The below photographs, taken approximately ten days after the incident, illustrate the 

horrific abuse suffered by Ms. Forman:  

78. Ms. Forman also had no feeling in her left forearm where the wounds were located 

and no idea where the punctures came from.  The last thing she remembered was falling asleep at 

the loft.   

79. Then, as Ms. Forman showered, the soap she had used for years felt like acid near 

her vaginal area.  She felt an intense, excruciating burning sensation.  It was then that Ms. 

Forman inspected her vagina and observed an inch-long vaginal tear.  It became even more 
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apparent to Ms. Forman that something terrible had happened to her after she fell asleep at the 

loft.   

80. Despite her expressly telling English and Song to leave her alone to rest the night 

before, Ms. Forman had been sexually assaulted.   

81. This revelation stunned Ms. Forman, whose last memory was falling asleep in the 

presence of English and Song without these injuries.  She had been horrifically abused between 

dusk and dawn but had no memory of it. 

VI. Ms. Forman Seeks Answers for Her Injuries 

82. Within days, Ms. Forman went to a pre-scheduled appointment with her 

neurologist.  Her regular neurologist was not in that day, so Ms. Forman saw a male resident 

(“Resident”) with whom she had not previously treated. 

83. The Resident was shocked by the gaping holes in Ms. Forman’s arm and told Ms. 

Forman she needed to seek immediate medical attention.  He also advised that Ms. Forman go to 

see a dermatologist. 

84. Desperate for answers, Ms. Forman called English within days of the Dinner Party.  

Ms. Forman told English she urgently needed to speak with him.  English agreed to Ms. Forman’s 

request and told her to meet him at one of his restaurants.    

85. At the restaurant, Ms. Forman showed English the gaping holes in her arm, and 

asked him point blank, “what the hell happened to me?”  English could not even muster a 

response—he merely stared blankly at Ms. Forman and her wounds.   

86. Ms. Forman then questioned English on whether it was Song who had wounded 

her.  Unwilling to acknowledge the heinous act inflicted on Ms. Forman, English merely told Ms. 
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Forman “she [Song] doesn’t smoke,” in response.  Ms. Forman then told English that she would 

have to seek medical treatment for her wounds.   

87. At this point, desperate to evade the conversation and accountability, English 

abruptly excused himself to the restaurant’s kitchen to make Ms. Forman a meal.  Sometime after, 

English emerged from the kitchen and placed a meal in front of Ms. Forman.  Then, English 

immediately rushed back to the kitchen.   

88. After English emerged from the kitchen again, he chose to try and deflect any 

conversation regarding the night of the Dinner Party in the most abhorrent manner—he started to 

comment on the beauty of Ms. Forman’s body and suggested that the two “should really start 

seeing each other.”  Ms. Forman was disgusted.  Shortly thereafter, Ms. Forman and English parted 

ways.   

89. Steadfast in her pursuit for answers, Ms. Forman then visited a dermatologist (the 

“Dermatologist”).  The Dermatologist was stunned by the deep punctures in Ms. Forman’s arm 

and at Ms. Forman’s insensitivity to touch in the area.  The Dermatologist concluded that Ms. 

Forman had suffered third-degree burns and that, as a consequence, also had permanently 

destroyed nerve endings. 

90. Indeed, Ms. Forman had not been able to feel any sensation on her left forearm after 

waking up at the loft because she had been burned so badly that the nerves in that area of her arm 

were destroyed.   

91. Soon after, Ms. Forman went to see her regular standing neurologist (the 

“Neurologist”).  The Neurologist told Ms. Forman that something very bad had happened to her. 

Indeed, the Neurologist concluded that the only way Ms. Forman would be able to endure such 

heinous burns without waking was if Ms. Forman had been intensely drugged to the point of losing 
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consciousness.  Otherwise, Ms. Forman would have awoken from the pain that burns of that caliber 

necessarily inflict.   

92. After learning from Ms. Forman that she also suffered a vaginal tear the evening of 

the Dinner Party, the Neurologist encouraged Ms. Forman to make an appointment with a 

gynecologist to ensure that she had not contracted any sexually transmitted diseases from the 

assault. 

93. Ms. Forman made an appointment with a gynecologist for her vaginal tear.  She 

was forced to wait a month for the soonest opening all while suffering excruciating burning 

symptoms. 

94. Upon learning about the passage of the New York Adult Survivor’s Act, Ms. 

Forman went to the police and reported the abuse she suffered the night of the Dinner Party.  Ms. 

Forman showed the police pictures of her injuries and gave them the underwear she had worn to 

the Dinner Party for evaluation.  Nothing ever came of the police investigation.   

95. As a result of English and Song’s horrific abuse, Ms. Forman will be impacted for 

the rest of her life.  She now lives with permanent nerve damage on her left forearm as a constant 

reminder of the heinous abuse inflicted on her by English and Song.  Ms. Forman also remains 

tortured over the night of the Dinner Party—replaying it over and over, trying to understand why 

this horrific ordeal happened to her.   

96. Ms. Forman fell asleep one night and woke up the next morning changed forever.   

VII.   Timeliness Under the Adult Survivors Act  

97. This action is timely because it falls within CPLR 214-j and is brought during the 

one-year period set forth in that section.  The claims brought herein allege intentional and negligent 

acts and/or omissions for physical, psychological, and other injury suffered as a result of conduct 
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that would constitute sexual offenses as defined in Article 130 of the New York Penal Law, and 

such acts and/or omissions were committed against Kelly Forman when she was over eighteen 

years of age.  

98. Specifically, the conduct that gives rise to Ms. Forman’s claims herein would 

constitute a violation of, inter alia, New York Penal Law, 130.50 (criminal sexual act in the first 

degree), 130.52 (forcible touching) and 130.65 (sexual abuse in the first degree).   

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Assault/Sexual Assault) 
Against All Defendants  

 
99. Ms. Forman repeats and realleges paragraphs 1-98 as if fully set forth herein. 

100. In performing the above-described conduct, Defendants forcibly, and against Ms. 

Forman’s will and without her consent, placed her in apprehension of harm when they physically 

and violently sexually assaulted Ms. Forman.  

101. As a result of Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer, 

physical injury, severe emotional distress, humiliation, embarrassment, anxiety, economic harm, 

and other consequential damages.   

102. The conduct of Defendants described above was willful, wanton, and malicious.  

At all relevant times, Defendants acted with conscious disregard of Ms. Forman’s rights and 

feelings, acted with the knowledge of or with reckless disregard for the fact that their conduct was 

certain to cause injury and/or humiliation to Ms. Forman, and intended to cause fear, physical 

injury, and/or pain and suffering to her.  By virtue of the foregoing, Ms. Forman is entitled to 

recover punitive and exemplary damages from Defendants according to proof at trial.   
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SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Battery/Sexual Battery) 
Against All Defendants 

 
103. Ms. Forman repeats and realleges paragraphs 1-98 as if fully set forth herein. 

104. In performing the above-described conduct, Defendants committed a battery 

against Ms. Forman because they intentionally engaged in unlawful, intentional, and offensive 

touching or application of force to her person. 

105. As a result of Defendants’ alleged conduct, Ms. Forman has suffered, and continues 

to suffer, physical injury, severe emotional distress, humiliation, embarrassment, anxiety, 

economic harm, and other consequential damages. 

106.  The conduct of Defendants described above was willful, wanton, and malicious.  

At all relevant times, Defendants acted with conscious disregard of Ms. Forman’s rights and 

feelings, acted with the knowledge of or with reckless disregard for the fact that their conduct was 

certain to cause injury and/or humiliation to Ms. Forman, and intended to cause fear, physical 

injury, and/or pain and suffering to her.  By virtue of the foregoing, Ms. Forman is entitled to 

recover punitive and exemplary damages from Defendants according to proof at trial.  

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress) 

Against All Defendants 
 

107. Ms. Forman repeats and realleges paragraphs 1-98 as if fully set forth herein. 

108. Defendants’ aforementioned intentional or reckless conduct constituted behavior 

towards Plaintiff that was so outrageous as to exceed all bounds of that usually tolerated in a 

civilized community.  Such conduct was calculated to cause, did cause, and was the proximate 

cause of mental distress for Plaintiff.   
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109. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ unlawful conduct, Plaintiff has 

suffered, and continues to suffer, monetary and/or economic harm for which she is entitled to an 

award to an award of monetary damages and other relief. 

110. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ unlawful conduct, Plaintiff has 

suffered, and continues to suffer, severe mental anguish and emotional distress, for which she is 

entitled to an award of monetary damages and other relief. 

111. Plaintiff is entitled to recover punitive damages from Defendants in an amount 

according to proof. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress) 

Against All Defendants 
 

112. Ms. Forman repeats and realleges paragraphs 1-98 as if fully set forth herein. 

113. The Defendants’ conduct created an unreasonable risk of causing emotional 

distress to Plaintiff, and Defendants knew or should have known that such conduct was likely to 

result in emotional distress that might and/or likely would cause illness or bodily harm.  

114. Plaintiff’s emotional distress was foreseeable to Defendants.  

115. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent conduct of Defendants, Plaintiff 

suffered and will continue to suffer severe emotional distress.  

116. Defendants’ conduct was wanton, malicious, willful and/or cruel, entitling 

Plaintiff to punitive damages.  
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FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Violation of the Victims of Gender-Motivated Violence Protection Law, 

N.Y.C. Admin. Code §§ 10-1101, et seq.) 
Against All Defendants 

 
117. Ms. Forman repeats and realleges paragraphs 1-98 as if fully set forth herein.   

118. The above-described conduct of Defendants, including, but not limited to, 

Defendants’ sexual assault of Plaintiff in New York City, constitutes a “crime of violence” against 

Plaintiff and is a “crime of violence motivated by gender” as defined in N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 

10-1103 (“The term ‘crime of violence’ means an act or series of acts that would constitute a 

misdemeanor or felony against the person as defined in state or federal law or that would constitute 

a misdemeanor or felony against property as defined in state or federal law if the conduct presents 

a serious risk of physical injury to another, whether or not those acts have actually resulted in 

criminal charges, prosecution, or conviction,” and “The term ‘crime of violence motivated by 

gender’ means a crime of violence committed because of gender or on the basis of gender, and 

due, at least in part, to an animus based on the victim’s gender.”).  

119. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned crime of violence and 

gender-motivated violence, Plaintiff has sustained and will continue to sustain, monetary damages, 

physical injury, pain and suffering, and serious psychological and emotional distress, entitling her 

to an award of compensatory and punitive damages, injunctive and declaratory relief, attorneys 

fees and costs, and other remedies as this Court may deem appropriate damages, as set forth in 

N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 10-1104.  

120. The above-described conduct of Defendants constitutes a sexual offense as defined 

in Article 130 of the New York Penal Law.  

121. Pursuant to N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 10-1105(a), this cause of action is timely 

because it is commenced within “two years and six months after September 1, 2022.”  
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays judgment be entered in her favor against Defendants, and 

each of them, as follows: 

122. For a money judgment representing compensatory damages including

consequential damages, lost wages, earning, and all other sums of money, together with interest 

on these amounts, according to proof; 

123. For an award of money judgment for mental pain and anguish and severe

emotional distress, according to proof; 

124. For punitive and exemplary damages according to proof;

125. For attorneys’ fees and costs;

126. For prejudgment and post-judgment interest; and

127. For such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper.

JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiff hereby demands a trial by jury on all issues of fact and damages stated herein. 

Dated: September 24, 2024 
New York, New York  Respectfully submitted, 

WIGDOR LLP 

By:  _________________________ 
Meredith A. Firetog 
Kassandra Vazquez 

85 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10003 
Telephone: (212) 257-6800 
mfiretog@wigdorlaw.com  
kvazquez@wigdorlaw.com  
Counsel for Plaintiff       
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