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Model Sara Ziff Accuses Harvey Weinstein Associate of
Rape, Sues Disney & Miramax

Sara Ziff, founder of the advocacy group Model Alliance, filed a lawsuit against Fabrizio Lombardo, who happens to have been
Weinstein's best man.

By Emily LeibertPublished Friday 2:50PM | Comments (4) | Alerts
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Harvey Weinstein and Fabrizio Lombardo in 2007, left, and Sara Ziff.
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Harvey Weinstein’s legal woes appear far from over, as the convicted rapist’s name

has appeared in yet another lawsuit—this time from former model Sara Ziff.

Watch

The Empress of Halloween Plays ‘Name That Scream Queen'

Oscars Biggest Snub in 2022? Behind The Scenes Crew Members
March 23, 2022

GAYLE Cares a Lot If 'Everybody Hates' Her, Actually
Friday 11:27AM

On Thursday, Ziff filed suit against Fabrizio Lombardo, the former head of Miramax
Italy and one of Weinstein’s closest friends and associates. Ziff alleged that
Lombardo raped her in a New York City hotel room in 2001 when she was just 19.
Shes also suing Weinstein, Disney, Buena Vista, and Miramax for abuse and
negligence under the Adult Survivors Act, a 2022 law that allows victims of sexual
assault to bypass the statute of limitations in order to bring civil claims against

perpetrators.
Related Content

The Empress of Halloween Plays 'Name That Scream Queen'

https://jezebel.com/model-sara-ziff-accuses-harvey-weinstein-associate-of-r-1850312939 2/8


https://jezebel.com/harvey-weinstein-sentenced-to-16-more-years-in-federal-1850146588
https://jezebel.com/proposed-new-york-law-spotlights-sexual-abuse-of-fashio-1849642899
https://iapps.courts.state.ny.us/nyscef/ViewDocument?docIndex=Q7K6BUOI_PLUS_oHSPhGYYZfnmQ==%5C
https://jezebel.com/the-empress-of-halloween-plays-name-that-scream-queen-1849723369
https://jezebel.com/the-empress-of-halloween-plays-name-that-scream-queen-1849723369
https://jezebel.com/oscars-biggest-snub-in-2022-behind-the-scenes-crew-mem-1848693627
https://jezebel.com/gayle-cares-a-lot-if-everybody-hates-her-actually-1850312396

4/10/23, 9:46 AM Model Sara Ziff Accuses Harvey Weinstein Associate of Rape, Sues Disney & Miramax

E-File Now

S

Nora Ephron’s Sister on Why ‘Heartburn’ Is Just As Searing 40
Years On

> Sebastian Bear-McClard, Emily Ratajkowski's Ex, Accused of
Sexual Misconduct Toward Teens

ADVERTISEMENT

“It’s taken over 20 years to process this,” Ziff said in an interview with the New York
Times. “I couldn’t even talk to anyone about it for the first few years, let alone

imagine taking legal action.”
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Lawsuit Accuses Former Associate of
Harvey Weinstein of Rape

A former model has filed a suit against Fabrizio Lombardo and Disney.
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You might recognize Lombardo’s name from his involvement in the original #MeToo
scandal that put Weinstein behind bars. In 2017, Lombardo was accused of enabling
Weinstein’s systemic sexual abuse by four women, including actress Asia Argento
and model Zoe Brock. The women claimed Lombardo, who gave Weinstein the
mantle of Best Man at his 2003 wedding, was employed by Miramax for the sole
purpose of helping Weinstein take advantage of young women, though Lombardo
denied the allegations and never appeared in court. Lombardo was also named in the

class action sexual harassment suit brought against the Weinstein Company in 2018,

but the case was later settled during the Weinstein Company bankruptcy filing,
according to the Times. This is the first time Lombardo has publicly and legally been
accused of rape.
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screening and said Ziff would get to meet Weinstein. When the screening ended, Ziff
claimed Lombardo invited her to grab drinks at the Mercer Hotel and told her
Weinstein and his brother would be there. Instead, when she arrived, Lombardo

brought her to a penthouse suite. The Weinsteins weren’t there.
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After repeatedly telling Lombardo she had a boyfriend and fielding advances, Ziff
claims Lombardo “pivoted her around onto the bed on her back” and raped her. “Ms.
Ziff was in shock and lay in the bed, frozen. Mr. Lombardo fell asleep,” the suit
reads. “Ms. Ziff woke up early the next morning, confused and alone in the hotel

room. She walked home to her apartment, took a long shower, and cried.”

Ziff claims she did not tell anyone about the rape until 2005 when she confided in
model and actor Caitriona Balfe. Balfe confirmed this account to the Times. Later, in
2017, Ziff filed a report regarding the incident with the New York City Police

Department, but Lombardo was never charged.

ADVERTISEMENT

“I've been very anxious about it and at times wondered if I even want to go through
this process,” she said. “I've spoken to other people who’ve gone through it and every
single one of them says it’s a nightmare. But no matter how much I've tried to ignore
it or minimize it, this is not my burden to hold.”
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When asked for comment, one of Weinstein’s lawyers, Imran H. Ansari, told the
Times in an email: “Certainly Mr. Weinstein had no control over any alleged conduct
by Mr. Lombardo, nor would he have any reason to know what Mr. Lombardo was
doing nor where Mr. Lombardo was at the time that Ms. Ziff alleges she was raped.
As such, Mr. Weinstein firmly denies that he has any liability for the alleged conduct
of another.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Though Ziff's Model Alliance advocates for survivors of sexual assault and abuse
within the fashion industry, Ziff has never spoken publicly about her own
experiences. Under Ziff, the Model Alliance is currently working on shepherding the

Fashion Workers Act, a bill introduced to New York State legislature last year that

hopes to protect young models from predatory behavior and systemic sexual abuse
and harassment in the industry. Co-sponsored by State Senator Brad Hoylman, the

bill is set to be reconsidered this year after it did not pass initially.

Ziff, now a 40-year-old mother, tells the Times that what happened to her certainly
pushed her into advocacy work, as she helped young women pursue the sort of

justice she was never able to.

ADVERTISEMENT

“It felt like here was a real sense of possibility that perhaps we could do something

about what happened,” Ziff said, “even if it happened a very long time ago.”

https://jezebel.com/model-sara-ziff-accuses-harvey-weinstein-associate-of-r-1850312939 7/8


https://jezebel.com/proposed-new-york-law-spotlights-sexual-abuse-of-fashio-1849642899

4/10/23, 9:46 AM Model Sara Ziff Accuses Harvey Weinstein Associate of Rape, Sues Disney & Miramax

https://jezebel.com/model-sara-ziff-accuses-harvey-weinstein-associate-of-r-1850312939 8/8



