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A complaint filed in New York federal court on July 20 alleges sexual misconduct by top
Fox News hosts including Tucker Carlson, Sean Hannity, and Howard Kurtz. The suit also
addresses a previous rape allegation against host Ed Henry, who was fired from the
network on July 1 after an internal investigation. “In reality, Fox News knew that Mr.
Henry had engaged in sexual misconduct as far back as early 2017,” the complaint claims.
“At that time, when Fox News was conducting a company-wide investigation into issues of
sexual harassment, multiple women came forward to complain that Mr. Henry had
engaged in sexually inappropriate conduct towards them.” The rape allegation comes from
Jennifer Eckhardt, a former freelance administrative assistant at Fox. Along with rape, her
claim alleges Fox News violated federal laws against sex trafficking by supporting Henry.

A second plaintiff, Cathy Areu — a former Fox journalist and “Liberal Sherpa” on Tucker
Carlson Tonight — also alleges sexual harassment by Henry. Additionally, she claims that
Hannity offered his staff and crew $100 to take her on a date during preparation for a
taping, and that she was “hardly ever, if ever at all” brought back on his show afterward.
During her final 2018 appearance on Carlson’s show, she alleges she was kept on set by
tech crew, who refused to take off her earpiece, so that Carlson could invite her to a hotel
room where he was staying that night without his family. She declined, and has only been
featured on his show three times since. She also said she declined a meeting with Kurtz,
whose Media Buzz show she had appeared on regularly, at a hotel room one night in 2019,
instead suggesting he meet her with a friend for dinner. He did not agree to the meeting,
and afterward wouldn’t talk with her about possible advancement opportunities, telling
her, “in sum and in substance, ‘You’re the only woman here who won’t come to my hotel
room.’” The complaint demands a trial by jury against Fox News, Ed Henry, Tucker
Carlson, Sean Hannity, and Howard Kurtz as defendants.
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