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CRIME EXCLUSIVE

The Maid’s Tale

SHE WAS PAID TO CLEAN UP AFTER THE RICH AND POWERFUL.
THEN SHE WALKED INTO DOMINIQUE STRAUSS-KAHN'S ROOM-~
AND A GLOBAL SCANDAL. NOW SHE TELLS HER STORY.

BY CHRISTOPHER DICKEY & JOHN SOLOMON

PHOTOGRAPH BY CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON

“Hello?

Housckeeping.”

The maid hovered in the suite’s large living room,
just inside the entrance. The 32 year-old Guin-
ean, an employee of the Sofitel hotel, had been
lold by a room-service waiter that room 2806
was now free for cleaning, “Hello? Housekeep
ing,” the maid called out again. No reply. The
door to the bedroom, to her left, was open, and
she could see part of the bed. She glanced around
the living room (or luggage, saw none. “Hello?

Housekeeping.
lhen a naked
man with white
hair suddenly ap
peared, as il out
ol nowhere.

That's how Nallssatou Diallo
deseribes the start of the explo
shve incident on Saturday, May
14, that would forever change
her life~and that of Dominigue
Strauss-Kahn, the managing di
rector of the International Monetary Fund and, untl that mo
mient, the man tpped to be the next president of Frunee, Now
the woman known universally as the “DSK maid™ has broken
her public silence for the first time, talking for more than
three hours with NEWSWEEK at the office of her attorneys,
Thompson Wigdor, on New York City's Fifth Avenue.

“Naft” Diallo is not glamorous. Her light-brown skin 15
pitted with what look ke faint acne scars, and her dark hair
is hennaed, straightened, and worn flat to her head, but she
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The hallway outside room 28086 at tha Safitel, the sulte
whaere Diallo alleges she was sexually assaulied.
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has a womanly, statuesque fig
ure. When her face Is in repose,
there §s an opague melancholy
o it. Working at the Sofitel for
the last three years, with is se
curity and stability, was clearly
the best job she'd ever hoped o
have, after yvears braiding hair
and working in a friend’s store
In the Bronx as a newcomer
fruom Guinea in 2003,

Diallo cannot read or write in
any language; she has few “close
friends,” she savs, and some ol
the men she has spent time with,
whom she does not call lancés or boylriends, but “just
friends,” appear to have taken advantage of her, One, now ina
fedenal detention center in Arlzona awaiting deportation after
a drug conviction, won her confidence-and, she says, access
to her bank accounts-by giving her fake designer bags: “Six
or seven of them.” she says: “They weren't very good.” Her
face goes almost blank. *He was my friend that | trust—that 1
used to trust,” she savs.

Somie of Diallo's most upbeat momenits in the interview came
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‘I run. | run out
of there. | don't
turn back,’
says Diallo.

‘| didn't want to
lose my job.'
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when she recounied the small promaotions and credits available
at the Sofitel for a job done well, She was supposed (o clean 14
rooms a day for a wage of 525 an hour plos tips, according (o
her union. It's an achievernent, Diallo sald, o get a whole (loor
of your cwn because it saves the time wasted going up and
down in the elevator o clean mndom individual rooms. An

other maid had gone on matermity leave in April, Diallo said,
and she'd gotten the 28th floor. 1 keep that floor,” said Diallo, ]
niver had a floor before,”™ When every door has a *Do Not Dis

furb” notice, maids save precious minutes by going 1o the hall
closet and quickly refilling their cleaning carts with soap, tow

els, and other amenities, Diallo’s eves Ht up talking about the
routine and about her colleagues. *We worked as a team,” she
sabcl. “1 loved the job, | liled the people, All different countries,
American, African, and Chinese. But we were the same there.”

Occasionally as Diallo talked, she wept, and there were mo
ments when the tears seemed forced. Almost all questions
about her past in West Africa were met with vague responses,
She was reluctant to 1alk about her father, an imam who mn a
Churanic school out of the family home in rural Guinea, Her
husband died of “an illness,” she said, 5o did a daughter who
wias 3 or 4 months old-she wasn't sure. Diallo was raped by
two soldiers who arrested her for a curfew violation at night in
Conakry. the Guinean capital. When they had finished with
her, they released her the next moming, she sald, but made
her clean up the scene of the assault. At first she said she
couldn't recall wheat vear that happencd, but later she said it
wars 2001, Diallo had managed to pet her surviving daughter,
now 15, oul of Africa and to the United States “for a better
life,” she said. But precisely how that happened was not a sub
ject she or her lawyers would explore, Again, her eves stared
downward, welling with tears

When Diallo reached the point of her alleged assault in the
Sofitel, however, her account was vivid and compelling. As
she told NEWSWEEK, she had vsed up a lot of time waiting for
guests to check out of room 2820 before she cleaned it. Then
she saw the room-service walter taking the tray out of 2806,
ong of the hotel's presidential suites, The waiter said it was
empiy. But still she decided to check This is her account,

“Hella? Housekeeping.”™ Diallo looked around the Hving
room. She was standing facing the bedroom in the small en
trance hall when the naked man with white hair appearsd.

“Oh, my God,” sald Diallo. “I'm so sorry.” And she turned to
leave, "You don't have to be sorry,” he sald. But he was like "a
cresy man 1o me"” He clutched at her breasts. He slammed the
door of the suite,

Diallo 45 -about 5 feet 10, considerably taller than Strauss
Kahn, and she has a stundy bulld. “You're beautiful,” Strauss
Kahn told her, wrestling her toward the bedmom. =1 said. “Sir,
stop this. | don't want<to lose my job,™ Diallo told NEWS
WEEE. “He said, "You're not going 1o lose vour job,"™ An ugly
incident with a guest-any guest-could threaten everyvihing
Diallo had worked for. *1 don’t look at him. | was so afmid. |
didn't expect anyone in the room.”

“He pulls me hard tothe bed,” she said. He tried to put his
penis in her mouth, she sald, and as she told the story she
tightened her lips and turned her face from side o side o
show how she resisted. 1 push him. | get up. | wanted 1w
scare him. | sald, “Look. there is my supervisor right there.""
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But the man sald there was nobody out there, and nobods

was golng to hear

Dallo kept pushing him away: =1 don't want 1o hurt him,”
she wld us. “l don’t want 1o lose my job.” He shoved back,
moving her down the hallway from the bedroom towand th
bathroom. Diallo’s uniform dress buttoned down the front,
bt Strouss-Kahn didn’t bother with the buttons, she salbd, He
putlled it up around her thighs and tore down her pantyhose,
gripping her erotch so hard that It was still red at the hospital,
hours later. He pushed her 1o her knees, her back 1o the wall
He forced his penis into her mouth, she sald, and he gripped




At B2, Strauss-Kahn locked on track to become president of France, with tha world's third-largest nuclear arsonal, Dinllo's allegaticns of a
violant attnck-he was lkan “crazy man,” she told NEWSWEEK-brought that ambitien to an end.

her head on both sides,
sald, putting her hands o ber cranium. *He was moving and
making a noise. He was going like ‘uhh, ubh, uhh.' He said,
'Suck my' -1 don't want 1o say.” The report from the hosy
ere Diallo was t
feelt something w

"He held my head so hard here,” she

al
wien later for examination notes that *

sear comme into her mouth and she spit

i
it owt on the
‘1

irpel.”
ol up,” Diallo told NEWSWEEK. =] spitting. 1 run, |

29

ruin out of there, | don't tirn back. | run to the hallway | was

S0 nervous; [ was soscared. | didn't want w lose my job”
Dilalle says she hid around the corner

near the service

In the hallway

obbw and tried o compose herself, ©1 was
standing there spitting, | was so alone. | was so scared,”
Then she saw the man come out of 2806 and head for the
elevator, "1 don't kn how he got dres

she sajd. il

I L, and with

(VETAT e looked at me like this.” She inclin
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ed her head and stared straight ahead, “He sald nothing,”

The entire incident had taken no more than 15 minutes, and
mavbe much less, According to a source familiar with the
phone records, nine minutes after Diallo entered the room,
Strouss-Kahn made a call to his daughter,

The maid had left her cleaning supplies in room 2820 when
she went 1o check on Strauss-Kahn's suite. Now she retrieved
them and returned to the suite in which, she says, she had just
been attacked. Disoriented, she seems 1o have sought some
Kind of solace in resuming her routine. *1 went to the mom |
have to clean,” she explained. But she couldn’t think how or
where to start. “Twas so, so, so-1 don't know what to do,” Pros-
ecutors, losing faith in Diallo’s credibility, would later taise an
issue nbout this sequence of events. They said she
told the grand jury that after the attack she hid in the halbway,
but subsequently changed her story 1o say she cleaned room
2820 and then began 1o clean the DSK sulte, She disputes that
she changed her story, and hotel room-access records suppaort
what she told NEWSWEER,

Miamy aspects of Diallo’s account of the alleged attack are
mirrored in the hospltal records, in which doctors observed
five hours afterwand that there was “redness” in the area of the
vigina where she allepes Strauss-Kahn grabbed her. The medi-
il records also note she complained of *pain to left shoulder,”
Weeks later, doctors reexamined the shoulder and found a
partial Ugament tear, she said.

If there is one [nconststency for defense lawyers to dwell on
in the hospital records, it is a passage that says her attacker got
dressed and left the room, and “said nothing to her during the
incident.” In her interview with police and her account o
NEWSWEEK, Diallo recalled sevenal statements Strauss-Kahn
made during the alleged arack.

Drefense lawyers are expected to challenge the nature of her
injuries, her recollection of events, the veracity of elements of
her life story, and her conduct with other men i the case
proceeds,

Diallo’s supervisor, making the rounds, found her in the
hallway, She could see Diallo was shaken and upset and asked
what was wrong, “If somebody try to mpe you in this job,
what do you do?" Diallo asked her. The supervisor was angry
when she heard of the assault, Diallo recalled. “She said, “The
guest is a VIP guest, but | don’t give a domn."™ Another super-
visor came, then two men from hotel security, One of them
told Diallo, "If this was me, | would call the police.” At about
1:30 pom.. an hour after the first supervisor was told of the al
legged attack, the hotel dialed 911,

At that moment, Dominique Strauss-Kahn was still one of
the most powerful men in the world. As head of the IME, he
was the lead player In attempts 1o keep the European, and in
deed the global, economy from plunging into a potentially
apocalyptic recession. He was also getting ready to declare his
candidacy for the presidency of France In an election only 4
vear away, 1T he were to defear Nicolas Sarkogy, the hugely un-
popular incumbent, DSK would then govern a country that is
a permanent member of the United Natlons Security Council
and has the world's third- biggest arsenal of nuclear weapons,

Prosecutors have identified a hotel concierge who says DSK
made an unwanted advance 1o her the previous night. They
have also identified a blonde American businesswoman ob-

French journalist Tristane Banon (left) claims Strauss-Kahn tried to
rape hier in 2003 but says she kept silent on the advice of her mather,
Anne Mansouret. Mansouret reportedly told palice recently that she
harself had consensupl=though “brutel®-sex with Strauss-Kahn,

served going into the same elevitor as Stracss-Kahn at 1:26 a.m.
in what appears to have been a consensual relationship, (The
French magazine Le Poinr reported implousibly in July that
Strauss-Kahn had even admitted to his wife, the heiress and
former television personality Anne Sinclair, that he had had sex
with three women that Friday and Saturday as “a last glass be-
fore hitting the road for the [French] presidential campaign.”)

What's more certain is that after checking out of the hotel at
12:28 p.m. on May 14, Strauss-Kahn went to lunch with his
voungest daughter, Camille, who had been studying at Co
lumbia University. From there, he went to JFK airport to catch
Air France Flight 23 overnight to Parls. The next day he was
supposed to meet with German Chancellor Angela Merkel,
But as he waited to board the plane, Strauss-Kahn apparently
couldn’t find his IMF cell phone, On another mobile, he called
the Sofitel to ask if it had been found In the suite. The police,
now on the scene at the hotel, had an employee say yes (al-
though in fact the phone was not there) and ask where they
could get it to him, The Air France terminal, Gate 4, he sald,
and asked them to rush to get it 1o JFK before takeoll. Instead,
the Port Authority police were notified, and just before the
plane was ready to taxi away from the gate, they ook Strauss-
Kahn off it *The NYPD need to speak with vou about an incl
dent in the city at a hotel,” one of the cops told him.

While Strauss-Kahn languished in “the box.” the interview
room at the Manhattan Special Victims Squad in Harlem, Nafis
saton [Mallo was taken to the hospital for examination, then
back to the hotel with the police to walk through what hacl hap
pened to her, showing them where she stood, where she fell,
where she spit, As the day wore on, she became increasingly
frantic about her daughter alone at home, Finally the police
ook her back to the Bronx at 3 in the moming, Nelther she nor
the girl could steep. “She was so scared,” Diallo remembered.

But when Dialto watched the morning news, she was terr
tied: “l watched Channel 7 and they say this is [the] guy-1 don't
know -and he Is going to be the next president of France. And [
think they are going to kill me.” The phone started to ring in her
apartment as reporters found her number. Others appeared at
her door, She woke her daughter and told her 1o pack her bag
amcl get ready 1o stay with a relative. She wld the girl how pow-
erful DSK must be: "Now evervbody sav everything about
me, all the bad things.” The girl tried o reassure ber mother,
“She says, ‘Please, Mom, don't hurt voursell. | know one day
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the truth will come out.” | was so happy when she sald that.”

That afternoon, Diallo went back to the Special Victims Squad
o look at a lineup of five men. *My heart was lke this,* she
says, patting her chest. But she knew him immediately. “No. 3,7
she said, and left as quickly as she could. Later she was housed
in a hotel with her davghter for weeks, almost incommunica-
do, neither of them allowed cell phones after they were placed
In protective custody by prosecutors. It would be almost two
mionths before she was allowed 1o refum to her apartment 1o
pick up her possessions. *1 don't know why | have o do these
things,” she savs, “Is it because he is so powerful?”

To this day, we do not have DSK's account of what hap-
pened in suite 2806. Since his arrest, Strauss-Kahn has
shielded himsell with highly skilled lawvers and investiga
tors who have kept his version of events off the public
record. His lawyer, William Tavlor, told NEWSWEEK, *What
disgusts me is an effort to pressure the prosecutors with
street theater, and that s fundamentally wrong.”™ To charges
of criminal sexual assault, attempted rape, and related of
fenses, Strauss-Kahn entered a plea of not guilty. Meanwhile,
his supporters have attacked the maild's account, her reputa-
tion, her background, and her associations. But Strauss
Kahn's antecedents surfaced with a vengeance as well,

In 2008 DSK admitted to an affair with a subordinate at the
IME. Speaking to investigators, he called it “a personal mistake
and-a business mistake.” In July a voung French journatist and
novelist, Tristane Ranon, filed charges against him in Paris for
what she claims was an attempted rape In a Left Bank apart-
ment where she went to interview him in 2003, She told fel-
low guests during a TV appearance in 2007 that he had come
after her like “a chimpanzee in mt,” and her account bears

In a letter to DSK's defense
lawyers, Manhattan District
Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr.

cited several lies and

deceptions in Diallo’s past.

some similarities to Diallo's as she describes a man who seems
to lose control completely when at the height of sexual desine,
Banon's mother, Anne Mansouret, Is an ambitious politiclan
in her own right who is often identified with Strauss-Kahn's
rivals in the French Socialist Party. She recently claimed that
she herself had had comsensual but “brutal” sex with him in
2000, Among DSK's acqualntances from Pards to Washington
o New York, dinner-party conversation s rife with tales of
close calls and wild encounters, One French magazine calls
him “Dr. Strauss and Mr. Kahn." He also has long enjoyed a
reputation as being hugely charming and seductive,

DNA evidence in suite 2806—the result of all that spitting that
mingled the maid's saliva and Strauss-Kahn's sperm -makes i
virtually impossible o deny there was a sexual encounter be-
tween DSK and Diallo. Strauss-Kahn's lawyers nised the pos-

1

sibifity carly on that it was consensual and have left it to others
Lo speculate aboul the cireumstances under which that might
have been the case: that Diallo expected money that she did
il recelve, or that the sex got rougher and more agoressive
than she would accept. The New York Post published stories
attributed to an anomymous source that claimed Diallo was at
least a part-time prostitute, Her lawvers, Kenneth Thompson
and Douglas Wigdor, are now suing the Post, saving the story is
false. The newspaper stands by its story.

In her interview with NEWSWEEK, Diallo didn't disguise
her anger al Strauss-Kahn. “Because of him they call me a
prostitute,” she safd. =1 want him to go to jail. | want him 1o
know there are some places you cannol use YOur power, you
cannot use your money.” She sald she hoped God punishes
him. “We are poor. but we are good,” she said. 1 don't think
about money.”

Perhaps. But on the day of the incident, by Diallo's own ac-
count, she made two telephone calls. One was to her daughter,
The other call wis to Blake Diallo, a Senegalese who is from
the same ethnic groap but no relation. He manages a restau
ranl, the Cale 2115 in Harlem, where West Africans gather (o
eat, talk, politic, and sometimes listen 1o concerts. Naflssatou
deseribes Blake as “a friend,” and one of the first things he did
for her after the incident was to find her a personal-injury
lawyer on the Internet.

More problematic were a series of phone calls that Nafissa
tou Diallo received from Amam Tarmwally, whose uncle owned
the bodega where Diallo worked when she first came 1o the
United States. Originally from Sierra Leone, he divided his
time between New York and Arizona, where he sold T shirts
and Lake designer handbags. But last vear he was busted Ina
sting operation run by Arfzona police
when, according o cops, he paid them
almost $40,000 cash for more than
104 pounds of marijuana.

On July 1, The New York Times re-
ported the existence of a taped conver-
sation between Diallo and Tarmwally:
The article sald they talked the day afl-
ter the incident at the Sofitel and quot-
ed a “well-placed law enforcement
ofticial™: “She says words to the effect
of, “Don't worry, this guy has a lot of
money. | know what I'm doing."™ But
at the time, prosecutors did not have a full transcript of the
call, which had been conducted in a dialect of Fulanid, Diallo's
language. The quote was a paraphrase from a translalor's
summary of the tape, and the actual words are somewhat dif-
ferent, sources told NEWSWEEK.

In July NEWSWEEK talked to Tamwally in Arfzona. He in-
sisted that the quotation must refer 1o a later conversation and
In any case was taken out of context. Diallo said she no longer
talks to Tarawally, He used her bank account to move tens of
thousands of dollars aroumd the country without Informing
her, she said. She denied he ever gave her money o spend. “Like
I say, he was my friend,” Diallo wobd as, =1 used (o trust him,”

But the list of reasons for prosecutors to doubt Diallo's
credibility does not begin or end with Tarawally: In a letter to
DSK's defense tawyers on June 30, Manhattan District Attor-
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‘I tell them what
this man do to me.
It never changed.
| know what
this man do to me.

ney Cyrus Vance Jr cited several les and deceptions in her
past. She had claimed deductions for two children on her
taxes Instead of one. She had understated her income to get
cheaper housing. And, most important, she had lied on her
asvlum application.

Diallo, a widow, came to the United States In 2003, leaving
her then-7-vear-old daughter behind in Guinea with a
brother, Having entered the ULS. under dublous circum
stances and without working papers, she lived with family
members for some time, eking out an income braiding hair
and then working in a bodega in the Bronx.

In late 2003 Diallo applied for asvlum. Because she had
sullered genital mutilation as a child, and doctors confirmed
that fact in a medical report, she probably would have quali
fled for asylum in any case, given current law and practices.
And she insists she was raped alter curfew by two soldiers.
(This is not unheard of in Guinea. In 2009 soldiers conduct
ed mass rapes and killed as many as 160 people in a Conakry
sports stadium, according to human-rights organizations.)
But bad as the realities were in Diallo's homeland, she ad
mits the account that she gave the US. government on her
asylum application was heavily embellished. Her fictional
lzed narrative worked to get her a green card and allow her
1o bring her child to America. But her past misstatements
may make it impossible o win a criminal case against DSK
based nn her testimony:

Prosecutors are lkely weeks away from making a decision
on whether 1o proceed with the charges. They remaln confi

PRETTOGEARTE BY CHRESTOFHER ANTERSON FOR SEWSWEEK

dent that the forensic evidence shows a sexual
encounter and impressed by the consistency of
the story Diallo told to twio maid supervisors, two
hotel security guards, hospital personnel, and
detectives during the tirst 24 hours. The prosecu
tion team has “no idea what It s going to do yvet,
a person close to the case sald, The investigators
are “treating it like any other case that runs into
these problems, and that means gathering all the
evidence.”

Given the Issues of Diallo’s credibility, investi
gators have been bullding a “suspect profile™ of
DSK, interviewing other women who claim o
have been assaulted or who had consensual af
falrs, trying to estublish a pattern of behavior and
comparing it to Diallo’s account. In mid-July they
talked with the lawyer for Tristane Banon.
Though not required (o do so, New York prosecu-
Lirrs have begun the process of asking French authorities o
let her speak o U.S. officlals, providing the alleged victim
some political cover in her home country, where the DSK
case is o media rage.

Almost immediately afler the indictment was secured and
long before the public knew of the problems with Diallo's
past, prosecutors began digzing around in her financial rec
ords and interviewing friends, looking for any evidence of
extortion or criminal activity. The review found tes to shady
acquaintances and suspicious transactions, 1o be sure, bul no
evidence of a premeditated plot against Strauss-Kahn.

It's possible that Diallo is a woman who has lived lor the
last few vears on the margins of quasi-illegal immigrant so-
clety In the Bronx, assoctuting with petty con artlsts and du-
Bious types trying to get a foothold in this country. But that
does not preclude her having been the victim of a predatory
and powerful man, Nor does it mean she will rule out an at
templ o make some money from the situation

Given the climate of suspicion that developed around her,
Diallo's last three encounters with authorities, on June 8, 20,
and 28, were difficult sessions, as prosecutors grilled her like
a defendant. The mistrust between Vance and Diallo's law
vers bolled over on July 1, when Thompson held a news con
ference in front of the courthouse and accused the district
attorney of abandoning Diallo,

Since then, both sides have tred to smooth matters over,
Thompson has signaled a willlngness o et his client be in
terviewed again if prosecutors let her see a transcript of the
disputed prison call, and that is something prosecutors say
they are willing to do. But the distrust and tensions could be
renewed again after prosecutors learn of Diallo’s decision to
go public after weeks of remaining in protective custody,
Dallo savs she gave the interview 1o NEWSWEEK to correct
the misleading portraval of her in the media. Her account of
what happened has remained the same all along, she savs. |
tell them about what this man do to me. It never changed. |
know what this man do to me,” she says,

Looking to the future, Diallo says she would love to go back
to working in a hetel, but maybe in the laoundry She wanis
never again to have w knock on a door and call out: “Hello?
Housekeeper.” ww
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Too Proud to
Be Jealous

SHE WAS PRETTY AND SUCCESSFUL. HE WAS A SKIRT CHASER
NOW ACCUSED OF ATTEMPTED RAPE. WHY DOES WIFE ANNE

SINCLAIR PUT UP WITH DSK? HOW FRENCH WOMEN THINK.
BY JOAN JULIET BUCK

ANNE SINCLAIR WAS as unimpeachable as Barbara  curly black hair, blue eves, pale skin, and curves, she gave
. Walters, as luscious as Diane Sawyer, os authoritative  off an aura of relaxed sexuality. Her onscreen costume was
as both, For 13 years, from 1984 to 1997, she host a curiously Intimate range of electric-blue mohair sweaters,
ed 7/7, a show on TF1, France's main TV channel, where a2 The granddaughier of Picasso’s art dealer Paul Rosenbeng,

prominent guest commented on the week's news, With her  she had familly money-along with looks, cloat, and gravitas.
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The fact that she was Jewish was pointed out in ways both
sly and crude-the National Front called her “une pulpeuse
charcutiere casher™ (%a julcy kosher pork butcher™). But she
was the brightest of all French television stars,

She was, In a way, Oprah for French guys: a thinking mi
nority woman with a great rack who could understand them
and make them amous.

Dominigque Strauss-Kahn had been trving o meet her for
years, A young economist, he was a mystery goest on one of
her shows in 1989, Though marrled, she fell under his charm
within a few days. He told her about his childhood in Mo
raceo, in Agadir, and his four children by two marriages. She
had two of her own. He told her he played around, was “an
incorrigible skirt chaser.™ She's reported (o have sald elther
“That’s my problem, not yours,” or *I'll change you.™ They
marricd in November 1991, For years, whenever a friend
brought up her hushand's proclivities, she wouald throw her
napkin down on the table and leave the lunch,

At first, Strauss-Kahn was known as Monsieur Sinclair
When, in 1997, he was named minister of finance and industry,
sher retired from the screen to avoid a condlict of interest and
ook an administrative job at the network. She bought a riod in
Marrakech, where the French ellte gather, and left TF1 in 2001,
By the time Strauss-Kahn was named head of the IMFE, he was
considered to be one of the most brilllant economists in the
world. He was golng (0 run for president of Fronce; polls
showed that 65 percent of the French wanted him, and that
Anne Sinclair was twice as popular as Carla Bruni-Sarkozy.
They would have been the first lewlsh couple in the Ehvsée Pal
ace, a “revanche.” as some put it “on the Dreyfus affair”

MHewwweek Auguar 1 5 8 2011

When the news broke that Strouss-Eahn was accused of
mping @ chambermaid in the Sofitel hotel In New York, it
seemed like it must have been a setup. Strauss-Kahn was par
anoid at the end of April, telling Le Monde that “the Russian™
at the IMF wanted to see him go down before he quit, that
Viacimir Putin was behind it, and Putin was close (o Sarkozy.

Sinelair got a phone call on her way home from a birthday
party, spent the night at her best friend’s house, and flew to
her hushand’s side in New York, where she put up the $1 mil
lion bail, the $5 million bond, and rented the $50,000-3-
month house in Tribeca-all this possible because of her
Inheritance, sald to be as much as $200 million.

In mid-July, a new sex scandal erupted. Elght vears after the
fact, a young writer named Tristane Banon accused Strauss
kahn of attempted rape when she interviewed him for a
book-on the mistakes men make-in 2003, At the time, her
miother, Anne Mansouret, told her to say nothing. Now Manso
uret hersell has admited o having had consensual but “brutal”
sex with Strauss-Kahn, which gave rise to a new round of legal
action among the women In his life. (Strauss-Kahn has denled
wrongdoing in both the Sofite]l and Banon cases.)

Anne Sinclair is too powerful a person and too intelligent o
be a patsy, but her impeccable behavior is-a puzzle on both
sicles of the Atlantic. Her best frend, Elisabeth Badinter, wife of
formier minister of justice Robert Badinter, publicly rejects the
ficbeean that fidelity should be a mandatory part of marrlage. On
the other hand, one Paris soclety woman says: “If she wanted
him to be president, she should have put him on meds.”

L'Express asked Sinclair in 2006 if she suffered from her
husband's reputation as a “seducer.” “No,” she replied, “I'm
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After news of an earlier DSK affair, Sinclair blogged, “We love
each athor as much as on the first day.”

rather proud of it.” The word “proond” comes up again in the
new book by Renaud Revel and Catherine Rambert, Madame
DSK: Un Destin Brisé ("A Broken Destiny™). “Too proud to be
jealons,” they write, *she has applied hersell with all her
might to repress this feeling that she does not accept.”

The reactions in France were revealing, The editor and found
er of the magaeine Maranne, lean-Frangols Kahn, declred of
the Strauss-Kahn Sofitel case, * Ce n'ést gu'un troussage de do-
mestigue” (*It's no more than tumbling a servant”™). He had to
resign from his own magazine. lack Lang, minister of culture
under Frangois Mitterrand, said, =1 n'y a pas mort d"homme™
(*No one got killed”) and has kept a low profile ever since. The
august Robert Badinter defended DSK with the same passion
hie had used (o abolish the death penalty, Lavrent Joflrin, the
editor of Le Nouvel Observateur, challenged him on TV: *You
have not had one word of compassion for the victim,”

You can't begin to understand Anne Sinclalr unless you un
derstand that France Is a highly sexualized society, where even
rejection has its own rules and ritwals, Young women know
how to play the game of what is called “seduction”; journalists
sleep with important mien because It°s fun, they say, and keeps

When a friend
would bring up
DSK's proclivities,
Anne would throw
down her napkin
and leave the lunch.

the sources happy. “I'd have done him,” more than one wom-
an says—"what a lark.” Girls know how to deflect an advance
with a joke or a metaphorical slap. The “droit de culssage,” or
right to deflower any maiden, was a prerogative of men In
prower, and still is, The tumbling of servants has its own werm:
“les amours ancillaires.” The events in Room 2806 provoked
the same hilarity as the plays of Fevdeau, In which the master
does the maid between doorways while the mistress awaits in
ome room and the wife in another.

In a less sophisticated setting, only the man has fun: secre-
taries service the boss in factories and gas statlons o keep
their jobs. What Is delightful Fevdeau to those with the refer-
ences is grim reality without the comforts of culture,

In France, women were not allowed to open bank accounts
until 1243, or to vote until 1944, Abortion has been legal
since 1975, but only after 343 women-including Jeanne
Moreau, Simone de Beauvoir, and Catherine Deneuve-
declared In Le Nouvel Observateur in 1971 that they had had
abortions. It was called = Le Manifeste des 343 Salopes™ (*The
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Manifiesto of 343 Sluts™). The word salope is often used by a
Frenchman in bed to excite the woman or himself. 1t is also
used to designate what we'd call a real bitch.

Not everyone plays the game, Ollvia Cattan, the head of the
feminist organization Paroles de Femmes, mobilized a march
for victims of male violence after Strauss-Kahn's arrest and
was accused of premature overreaction. "It was immediately
denounced as American hysieria,” Cattan says. AL first, the
*Affaire DSK' seemed to take the ld off violence against
women. Then it turmed out that the chambermaid had lied,
and that created an avalanche of cries that women are just
whores and cannot be believed.”

Catherine Millet, whose 2001 book The Sexual Life of Cath-
erine M. detailed her love of orgies, cites the Marguis de Sade
and Casanova as the founders of French sexual attltudes. She
finds DSK coarse, hasty, and macho, “That doesn’t stop him
from belng brilliant. But as for the facts, since its about fella-
tio- the contact of the penis with the mouth-someone mean
and brave would have bitten him where it hurts, As long as the
rutting man lso't armed. he's vulnerable,”

In Point de Vue Images du Monde, usually a monarchist
magazine, the psychoanalyst Jacgues-Alain Miller pointed
oul that after news of an earlier DSK affair surfaced in 2008,
Sinclair wrote on her blog, “We love each other as much ason
the first day.” He explained: *If these cloying words look odd
in a scabrous context, does that mean one should guestion
their sinceritv? They show a separation between love and
sensual pleasure, like the famous doctrine of the Sartre-de
Beauvolr couple, who made a distinction between thelr ‘nec
essary love” and ‘contingent loves.” The wife of a ladles’ man
dows not stay with him despite his infidelities, but because of
them. She is proud of the phallic power of her spouse.”

In the same issue, the editor Colombe Pringle interviewed
the writer Laure Adler, who said: “Anne is the very embaodi
ment of Famour fow. Without Anne, there would be no DSE.
She is the one who built him, Who allowed him to be confi-
dent and believe in his future. They have lived these last ten
vears in an opacity that no longer allowed her to see who her
husband was ... Dominigue loves women. He pleks them up,
texts them, goes after them in hot pursuit. ['ve always heard
aboult his harassing women, but never about ageression. It's
not because you cheat on your wife that you don't love her!”

“We do not know one another, stop talking about me,” Sin
clair texted Adler.

Will this episode change things for women in France? The
feminists rode the wave of empathy and then took the back-
lash. But a slow depth charge has been set off. A Freudian
analyst says that as the weeks have gone by, more and more
of his patients are spontanecusly remembering violent sexu-
al episodes from their past. A junior minister named Geonges
Tron who was in the habit of giving women reflexology ses
slons that allegedly ended In sex has since lost his job, This is
the war between the Marquis de Sade and Simone de Beau-
voir, Denis Olivennes, the head of Paris Martch, Le Journal du
Dimanche, and Europel radio, concludes: “In France, every-
thing ends up as a concept.” mw

Buck is a writer. actor, and former editor In chief of
French Vogue,




